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The notion of and interest in ancient ‘Western’ coinages in East Asia has never stopped 
since antiquity. From mentions of Parthian (Anxi) or Roman (Daqin) coins in Chinese 
ancient chronicles (such as the Shiji, Hanshu, and Hou Hanshu) over the influx of 
ancient coins along the so-called Silk Road(s) in late antiquity/Byzantine times as well 
as in the early modern period to the modern collection and study of ancient coins in 
museums, institutes, private collectors – ancient coins played and play an important 
role in the formation and transformation of specific perspectives on and views of the 
ancient ‘Western’ world. The aim of this session is to bring together scholars working on 
these East Asian notions of ancient ‘Western’ coinages in order to explore the degree to 
which the diƯerent developments in East Asian countries relate to and reflect the 
respective contemporary discourses framing such perspectives. 

  


